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The Humble Petition of the poor Priſon= 
ers for Debt, in His Majeſties Priſons, the Fleet, Lud- 
gate, and Newgate. | 


Sheweth, 2: | — 
. H AT whereas ſeveral of your Petitioners in the late unhappy 

Times, and ſince by other Caſualties and Misfortunes, ſuſtain: 
ed great Loſſes; By teaſori whereof your Petitioners being in- 
volved in Debt, were rendred and become utterly tinable to 
. * ,. Pay the ſame; Whereupon- your Petitioners were caſt into Pri- 
ſon, and have there Jain for a long tinie in great Want and Miſery, in a Dj: 
flreſſed, Deplorable, and Ruinated Condition ; infomuch, That our Families 
are in all probability likely to be burthenſom to rhe Nation, unleſs by an 4# 
of Mercy We may be delivered from this Bondage : That we may when ar Li- 
berty; by our ,own Labour and Induſtry, provide maintenance for our ſelves 
and them; and Be in ſome meaſure ſerviceable to our Moſt Gracious King and 
Country. | 


And whereas there hath been Report made, which may be now al- 
ledged by ſome Mercileſs Creditors, who deſire not only the Eſtate, bur 
. alſo the very Bones of their Debtors, That our late Soveraigns Graci- 
ous Act. for Diſcharge of poor Priſoners was abuſed ; and by thatmeans 
' may endeavour to hinder and obiirutt the paiting of a Bill in order. 
thereto ; Nevertheleſs your Peritioners are in fledfaſt hopes, That no 
ſuch means or other Arguments ſhall be prevalent ro diſſwade you from 
the doing of ſo Charitable a Work, for the Relicving of us who deſign 
noEvil ; it being alſo, it cotifidered, for the advantage of rhe Creditor. 
And conſequently will take off a Burthen falling upon the Nation, as 
- :will appear by a Bill prepared by your Petitioners, annexed to' our 
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- +27 2 +3, Petition to the Houſe ; which is by us preſented to the Honoutable 4he . 


" Spanians, to be by him preſented or our behalf. 


© Wherefore yoiir Petitioners do in moſt humble manner beg your ſerious 
Conſideration of this our moſt miſerable ana unhappy ſtate and condition, 
end that yo wilt of your Chriſtian Coinpaſſion and T enderneſs towards 
four diſtreſſed Petitioners; woiichſafe to call for our Petition and Bill to 
b: Read ; and furthermore; That you will of your bountiful Goodneſs and 
Charity, Wt Jettr utmoſt endeavours by ſuch Methods; as in jour Wiſdom 
you [ball think meet, mher eby we may be hence delivered, and be at Li- 
berty,; That we may have an opportunity of manifeſting our Loyalty to our 
Moſt Gracious King and Country; yea; even 10 the Sacrificing our Lives 

' , i Defente thereof: ? | 


And your Petitioners; (4s in Dity we are bound, and 


hereby for ever obliged) ſhall pray for your Honburs . 
Health and Felicity; 


